MOSCOW   IN   THE    MAKING
at the present time occupies the position of Commissai
of Transport for the U.S.S.R, While all the members oi
the presidium are full-time salaried officials, only the five
mentioned above receive salaries for their work on the
presidium.
It is no doubt highly desirable that the presidium should
include the principal executive officers in charge of the most
important departments of the municipality. But there is
nothing in the constitution which requires this to be done.
The normal method of electing the presidium is for the Party
to nominate a list of candidates which is submitted to the
plenum and discussed in detail by that body. Any one is free
to propose an alteration or to offer himself for election. In
general, however, the party list is usually accepted; and my
impression is that the ablest administrators with whom we
came in contact were members of the presidium.
Even a cursory glance at the presidium reveals the fact
that the distinction between the elected councillor and the
professional official, so deeply rooted in English local govern-
ment, is entirely absent in the soviet system. The members
of the presidium, and many of the officials in various depart-
ments, are at one and the same rime representatives elected
to the plenum and paid servants of the city soviet. Large
numbers of the schoolteachers, doctors, and engineers em-
ployed by Mossoviet are also members of the plenum and
members of one of its sections.
The presidium resembles a cabinet of ministers on the
English model more closely than it does any feature of British
municipal institutions, although even here the analogy must
not be pushed too far. But there is the same kind of respon-
sibility to the elected assembly, a similar concentration of
power, the same opportunity for energetic leadership and
closely co-ordinated action, which is found in the British
Cabinet system. Among municipal institutions the closest
analogy is perhaps to be found in the Stadskollegiet in Stock-
holm; but an important difference is that in that body
several of the principal members are chosen not from
elected members of the city council but from outside
persons.1
The presidium is the supreme executive organ of Mossoviet.
1 Sec my article on 'The City Government in Stockholm/* in The Municipal
Journal, July iTth 1936.
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